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H. Edward Black & Associates PC
       CITY FIRM CREATING NEW FACILITY AT

        NED SMITH CENTER FOR NATURE & ART

    Ed Black & Associates Now Undertaking Second Phase of Facility Design

Harrisburg, PA – Noted midstate land designers and planners H. Edward Black and 

Associates P.C. are now beginning design work for a new performing arts amphitheater 

at the Ned Smith Center for Nature & Art in Millersburg.  The Harrisburg-based 

firm, celebrating its 35th year of business in the midstate, had earlier completed a 

comprehensive Master Plan for the more than 500-acre wildlife preserve in Northern 

Dauphin County.  Ned Smith was a renowned Millersburg wildlife artist who died in 

1985.


H. Edward Black, President of the firm, said he “was thrilled to be moving on to 

the next phase of this exciting project, which is quickly becoming a major educational, 

artistic and recreational attraction for the midstate.”  The firm completed its Master Plan 

for the site in 2003, and followed soon thereafter with design work for a 30,000 sq. ft. 

Nature and Art Center nestled amongst a 33-acre site devoted to project development.  

The Ned Smith Nature & Art Center opened to the public in October of 2004, and has 

already passed its projected visitors mark.  H. Edward Black and Associates also 

provided long-term recreational usage plans for an adjacent 500-acre site owned by the 

Millersburg Area Authority. 

Black said the next phase of the project involves the construction of a 230-seat 

outdoor amphitheater at the site for concerts, theatrical performances, workshops and other group purposes.  Presently under design, the intimate new performing arts venue will feature gently-sloped walkways oriented around a 1,200 sq. ft. open-air stage.  Construction on the new Ned Smith Amphitheater is slated to begin this Fall and is expected to be completed by the summer of 2009.  The Amphitheater project is expected to cost approximately $2 million. 







-- more --

Pg. 2 – Black & Associates/Ned Smith Center


The Ned Smith Center for Nature & Art is a non-profit, public education 

and nature reserve located just outside Millersburg in upper Dauphin County.  A 

volunteer board oversees the interpretive Center and its operations.  Work completed thus 

far includes the modern new interpretive Sourbeer and Lick Education Building, which 

houses an art gallery, educational areas, offices and natural history displays  Outside, an 

extensive trail system links visitors to the Center, the Wiconisco Creek and the pristine 

wilderness lands surrounding the complex.  
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